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DISCLAIMER

This report was prepared as the result of work sponsored by the
California Energy Commission. It does not necessarily represent
the views of the Energy Commission, its employees or the State
of California. The Energy Commission, the State of California, its
employees, contractors and subcontractors make no warrant,
express or implied, and assume no legal liability for the
information in this report; nor does any party represent that the
uses of this information will not infringe upon privately owned
rights. This report has not been approved or disapproved by the
California Energy Commission nor has the California Energy
Commission passed upon the accuracy or adequacy of the
information in this report.




Copyright © 2004, EDM International, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Credits

e Design Layout and Text: Joel Hurmence and Richard Harness,
EDM International, Inc.

e Photography: Joel Hurmence, Diane L. France, Hawks Aloft, Inc.
Richard Harness, Lori Nielsen, Chad Olson, and Krista Fahy

Contact for Further Information

Richard Harness, EDM International, Inc., 4001 Automation Way,
Fort Collins, CO 80525, Phone: 970-204-4001, Fax: 970-204-4007
rharness@edmlink.com

Acknowledgements

¢ Diane L. France, Ph. D., Proprietor, France Casting, Fort Collins,
Colorado

e James Dean, Collection Manager, Division of Birds, Department of
Zoology, National Museum of Natural History, Washington, D.C.

¢ William Alther, Collections Manager, Department of Zoology,
Denver Museum of Nature and Science, Denver, Colorado

e Gail Garber, Executive Director, Hawks Aloft, Inc., Albuguerque,
New Mexico

¢ Richard Anderson, Senior Water Resources Unit, Systems As-
sessment and Facilities Siting Division, California Energy Commis-
sion, Sacramento, California

¢ Linda Spiegel, Terrestrial Resources Technical Lead, Public Inter-
est Energy Research, California Energy Commission, Sacramento,
California

e Dawn Gable, Wildlife Biologist, Santa Cruz Predatory Bird Re-
search Group, Santa Cruz, California

e Karen Caddis, Consulting Biologist, Fort Collins, Colorado

¢ Dr. Ronald Ryder, Professor Emeritus, Department of Fishery and
Wildlife Biology, Colorado State University, Fort Collins

¢ Judy Scherpelz, Director, and Gail Kratz, Medical Coordinator,
Rocky Mountain Raptor Program, Fort Collins, Colorado

¢ Dr. Steve Emslie, Associate Professor of Biological Sciences,
University of North Carolina, Wilmington

e Paul W. Collins, Curator, and Krista A. Fahy, Associate Curator,
Department of Vertebrate Zoology, Santa Barbara Museum of
Natural History, Santa Barbara, California

Cover photo: Red-tailed hawk found at transformer pole, by Joel Hurmence



Abstract

In order to address avian fatalities, many utilities are now checking their equipment for
potential areas that may pose hazards for birds. ldentify-ing species of fatalities is
important to estimate the risk to eagles, to determine the most effective type of retrofit,
and to understand which species are found in that particular habitat. When
decomposed carcasses, bone pieces, feathers, or pellets are found under electrical
structures, it can be difficult to identify the spe-cies. This guide provides a resource for
the identification of partial re-mains of selected avian species.





